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The classic quotes and discussions of Chinese philosopher Confucius are presented here anew
in a superbly formatted English edition.Originally, these sayings and conversations were penned
during the Warring States period of Chinese antiquity. The subjects range from wise behaviour in
times of crisis to general instruction upon how to live a peaceful life characterised by serenity,
humility and good work. The importance of family life and community cooperation are also
alluded to, offering an insight into the mores and customs of ancient Chinese life. The politics of
the time, rife with infighting between noble families and dukedoms, also attract consideration by
Confucius and his contemporaries.To better illustrate his points, examples and analogies are
readily offered by Confucius, who engages with several other philosophers through the course
of the twenty named books that comprise the core text of the Analects.The translator of this
book is James Legge, a Scottish Sinologist who spent much of his lifetime in China translating
the philosophical and artistic classics. Devoting his talents to accurately rendering Confucian
thought for Western consideration, Legge's translations of the Chinese Classics were originally
published by Oxford University Press, and remain revered and appreciated to this day.

From BooklistChang (1920-95) was one of China's most popular female writers, and this is the
first English translation of her 1945 collection of essays on topics ranging from fashion to music,
painting, theater, and film. Chang is determined not to take herself too seriously; her irony is
reminiscent of that of James Thurber, and, in fact, she sounds as though she's writing for the
New Yorker. Whether confronting the trials of apartment dwelling or commenting on the
somnambulant approach of university students in wartime China, Chang captures the subtleties
of the urban experience, pointedly from a woman's perspective, and the trivialities of daily
endeavors during the Japanese occupation, with humor and insight. Her disarming wit,
combined with a down-to-earth tone, makes Chang great company, and brings back to life the
city of Shanghai during a difficult time in its long history. Janet St. JohnCopyright © American
Library Association. All rights reservedReview[Chang's] obsession with privacy made her known
as the 'Garbo of Chinese letters,' and photographs reveal a woman whose elegance and
contemplative introspection justify that title. Nevertheless, from out of the frenzy of renown that
surrounded her, the sheer quality of Chang's prose emerges clearly, and her voice-raw, low,
exquisitely modulated-has a sound like none other in the canon of Chinese, or for that matter,
American prose stylists.(Boston Review)Original, memorable and unlike anything else that has
come from the era. A fine contribution to Chinese letters in translation.(*Starred review* Kirkus
Reviews)It is the warmth and sophistication of her observations that fix her in literature. One
settles in almost immediately for a chat that could last a lifetime.(Susan Salter Reynolds Los
Angeles Times)Chang captures the subtleties of the urban experience, pointedly from a



woman's perspective, and the trivialities of daily endeavors during the Japanese occupation,
with humor and insight.(Booklist)Invariably, Chang catches the moment and crystallizes the
experience; with her preferred "forthright simplicity" and whimsical line drawings, she knows how
to beguile her readers.(Peter Skinner ForeWord Magazine)In these joyfully self-absorbed essays
she anticipated the New Journalism...They combine timeless girlishness with utterly fresh
feminism.(Ms.)The complex feelings that she reveals when talking about the arts contrast with
her depictions of her own life, and help the reader to understand the mind of a woman trying to
come to terms with her life through her passions.(Bust)Chang's self-effacing, mannered prose
and power for observing visual designs and social manners shine when she writes of fashion,
the family, her past, and film and drama.(Choice)Chinese Communist Correctness has long
since receded, changing Eileen Chang's writing from being a guilty pleasure to simply a
pleasure.(Lucas Klein Rain Taxi 1900-01-00)Always perceptive, imaginative, outspoken, and
capable of the most sensitive empathy and sympathy.(David E. Pollard Renditions
1900-01-00)ReviewEileen Chang is no doubt the most talented woman writer in 20th century
China. Written on Water showcases why, more than half a century after she first won fame in
Shanghai, Chang still enjoys an enormous popularity among readers, both in China and
overseas. Eileen Chang's stylized depictions of Chinese manners and morals, her witty inquiry
into urban trivia, and her "celebration" of historical contingency are a tableau vivant of modern
Chinese lives at their most complex and fascinating.(David Der-wei Wang, Harvard University,
author The Monster That Is History: History, Violence, and Fictional Writing in Twentieth-Century
China)|This book of essays--the first to offer a complete rendering of Eileen Chang's 1945
legendary collection, Written on Water--opens a whole new arena of insight onto the
complicated and cosmopolitan world of Shanghai and Hong Kong in the war years of the late
1930s and early 1940s. Chang's startling original observations, phrased in a powerfully
evocative language, at once bring to life a long-forgotten era as well as a lively literary
intelligence of which English readers have heretofore been able to see only a small part. The
translations themselves set a new standard for the rendering of the Chinese essay into English:
at once meticulous in attention to detail and diction even while they capture the free flow of the
original texts. This brilliant volume belongs on the shelf of every reader concerned with the
evolution and vicissitudes of the modern trans-national city.(Theodore Huters, University of
California, Los Angeles, author of Bringing The World Home: Appropriating The West In Late
Qing And Early Republican China.)About the AuthorEileen Chang (1920-1995), who lived in the
United States after fleeing Communist China in 1956, was a prominent fiction writer, essayist,
and public intellectual. She is the author of Romances, The Rice-Sprout Song: A Novel of
Modern China, and The Rouge of the North.Andrew F. Jones is associate professor of Chinese
at the University of California, Berkeley. He is the author of Yellow Music: Media Culture and
Colonial Modernity in the Chinese Jazz Age and Like a Knife: Ideology and Genre in
Contemporary Chinese Popular Music, and the translator of Yu Hua's Chronicle of a Blood
Merchant.Read more
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Christopher (o.d.c.), “The Master said, 'I will not be afflicted at men's not knowing me; I will be
afflicted that I do not know men.'. A lot of reviewers have complained about the formatting of this
e-book. It may be a little odd, but not impossible to deal with:CHAP. III. The Master said, 'Fine
words and an insinuating appearance are seldom associated with true virtue.' CHAP. IV. The
philosopher Tsang said, 'I daily examine myself on three points:— whether, in transacting
business for others, I may have been not faithful;— whether, in intercourse with friends, I may
have been not sincere;— whether I may have not mastered and practised the instructions of my
teacher.'The whole work, which is less than 200 pp. long, is divided in to 20 books, with, as you
can see, very short chapters.Is the wisdom of Confucius all platitude? No, there are some really
obscure remarks as well:CHAP. XIII. 1. Wang-sun Chia asked, saying, 'What is the meaning of
the saying, "It is better to pay court to the furnace than to the south-west corner?"' 2. The Master
said, 'Not so. He who offends against Heaven has none to whom he can pray.'CHAP. XI. Tsze-
kung said, 'What I do not wish men to do to me, I also wish not to do to men.' The Master said,
'Ts'ze, you have not attained to that.'Perhaps the wisdom is flattened out in translation. Perhaps
there are ironies only scholars can recognize. Unlike one reader, who couldn't put it down, I
found its fragmentary quality made it easy to pick up and put down whenever I felt like it. Was I
wiser, having finished it? Perhaps, or perhaps not.CHAP. XVIII. 1. The Duke of Sheh asked Tsze-
lu about Confucius, and Tsze-lu did not answer him. 2. The Master said, 'Why did you not say to
him,— He is simply a man, who in his eager pursuit (of knowledge) forgets his food, who in the
joy of its attainment forgets his sorrows, and who does not perceive that old age is coming on?'
CHAP. XIX. The Master said, 'I am not one who was born in the possession of knowledge; I am
one who is fond of antiquity, and earnest in seeking it there.' CHAP. XX. The subjects on which
the Master did not talk, were— extraordinary things, feats of strength, disorder, and spiritual
beings.”

Ebook Library Reader, “"Confucius Say.." but did he really?. "Confcius Say...", but did he, really?
Or was he misinterpreted? Are you confused about what he said and what he meant? This thin
text raises the veil and exposes the truth of what Confucius really said. Your interpretation is
aided by the commentaries inserted at key points. Don't be surprised if you find yourself doing
double takes at his double entendres.”

Valkrysa, “Good book, poor formatting. The book and its content contain many good lessons for
life and is worth checking out. However, and mind this may just be for the kindle version, the
formatting is poor and could have been formatted with proper line breaks and section markers.”

Ebook Library Reader, “but the version on the Fire 7 is easy to use for reading purposes. An old
classic - I'm not going to review the book, but the version on the Fire 7 is easy to use for reading
purposes.”



Raku Rudy, “Analects of Confucius. Aloha, this free book from AMAZON is helping me to
understand the philosophy that helped form the Chinese dynasties. Duty and not spirituality is
what I'm seeing in this book. Just like the lecturers from Great Courses said. Aloha, Rudy”

Giova12592, “Neeeat ;). Providing it's free, I just have to say that it helps a lot if you actually take
the time to analyze each sentence. Definitely a great asset for those seeking for personal
illumination.”

Mr. Martin P. Alexander, “I found it confuciuing but there are some classic lines .... I found it
confuciuing but there are some classic lines in here if you want to be inspired. You can actually
chat people up with very wise 'Confucius actually said...'  oh ye and its free”

rhyneside, “Five Stars. Simple process well conducted”

Paul Jeffels, “Classic Chinese Philosophy. A carefully translated version of this classic”

The book has a rating of  5 out of 4.2. 297 people have provided feedback.
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